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Starting around 1999, White Wolf began revising their World of Darkness gamelines and pushing

towards the Final Nights. Unfortunately, one of the first casualties were the Ravnos, when their

Antediluvian woke up in Bangladesh, ran amok and was eventually destroyed, cursing his childer

with his dying breath. We learned that the Ravnos were not merely wandering Gypsies, but a clan of

demon-princes of India and the Near East, the rakshasa, ghul and djinn who created deadly

illusions and fought with the Kuei-jin for control of Asia.Unfortunately, the Clan's Indian heritage was

never fully explored. Still, Clanbook: Ravnos revised was a definate (and much needed)

improvement on behalf of the Clan. Beginning with a short fiction that showed Ravnos as tomb

robbers, we are presented with some views that are very different from the stereotypes. As the book

points out several times, the Ravnos are predators even more so than other vampires; their primal

Beast urges them to commit crimes repeatedly. They aren't happy-go-lucky tricksters and

kelptomaniacs... no, they are thugs, murderers, terrorists, car jackers... the most vile and decadent

of criminals, becuase their very soul tempts them to sin.The book also explores what is left of the

Ravnos' history in India, explaining the story of Zapathasura (the Ravnos antediluvian) and his

childer, their war with the Kuei-jin, Ravnos dominance of Harappa and Mohenjodaro, the different



castes of Ravnos (Chandala, Sudra, Vaisya, Kshatriya and Brahmin), other Kindred in India, the

Ravnos in the west, the British raj, current goings on in India (and the rest of Asia) and the Week of

Nightmares.
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